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Sir: 
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above-identified patent application as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on 
page 2 of this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 8 of this paper. 
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circuit and its Q-factor that produce the given numerical value, however that patent does 
not mention normalizing the given numerical value nor doing so in the claimed manner. 

Independent claim 16 is patentable for the reasons stated above regarding claim 1 
and claim 17 is not taught by the earlier Christensen patent on the same basis as claim 10. 

Claim 18 calls for multiplying the signal count by a gain factor to produce a 
normalized signal. However nothing in the Christensen patent teaches multiplying the 
count. The rejection cited the resonant circuit Q-factor as a gain factor. However, the 
Q-factor is the characteristic of the resonant coil that produces the signal pulses that are 
counted and does not thereafter multiply that count. 

Conclusion 

Therefore the Office Action has failed to show how the Christensen patent teaches 
the present method for operating a proximity sensor. As a consequence, claims 1-3, 5, 8-1 1 
and 13-20 are not anticipated under 35 U.S.C §102. Reconsideration and allowance of the 
present application are requested. 
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